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Legend
AHS=Asheville Humane Society BRHS=Blue 
Ridge Humane Society 
BWAR=Brother Wolf Animal Rescue 
CAAR=Charlie’s Angels Animal Rescue 
HHS=Hendersonville Humane Society 
HKC=Hendersonville Kennel Club 
PAPC=Patton Avenue Pet Company  
 
Ongoing

Please call or email to confirm events since 
schedules can change.
Every Wed., Sat., Sun. – 10am. BW. The 
Outward Hounds Hiking Club meets at the 
shelter to take dogs to great hiking spots. 
Great 1½ hour enrichment activity. Contact 
volunteer@bwar. org for details.
Every Wed., Sat. – BW. PetSmart Cat 
Adoption Events. Times vary. Call 828 
808-3440 for schedule.
Every Sat. & Sun. - 10am-5pm.  Furever 
Friends Cat Adoptions. Petco, 825 Brevard 
Road, Asheville.
Every Sat. – 12pm. PAPC Puppy Play dates 
at its dog park. All vaccinated puppies under I 
year welcome for safe socializing.  
Every Sat. – 2pm. PAPC All Dogs Play dates 
at its dog park. 
Every Sun. – 12pm. PAPC Small breed – 
under 30 lbs. - play dates at its dog park. 
Every Sun. – 2pm. PAPC Rough Players Play 
Party. All healthy and friendly dogs welcome. 
Every Sun. – 10am-2pm. AHS Hiking 
Hounds. Volunteers take shelter dogs 
for hikes. Applications, reservations at 
ahshikinghounds@yahoo.com. 
Every First Sat. – 11:30am-1pm. Volunteer 
orientation at AHS, 14Forever Friends 
Lane, West Asheville. Details at volunteer@
ashevillehumane.org. 

January
Sat. – 1/10 – 10am–3pm. Brides for Barks at 
US Cellular Center, Asheville. Donated 

Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events
January - February 2015January - February 2015  

wedding materials auctioned off with proceeds 
to AHS. More at www.ashevillehumane.org or 
828 761-2001. Also at www.weddingfestivals.
com.
Sat. – 1/10 – 12-4. BWAR Adoption and 
Merchandise Event at Mast General Store, 
15 Biltmore Avenue, Asheville. Adoptable 
puppies and kittens, BWAR logoed items. 
Bwar.org or 828 505-3440.
Fri. – 1/16 – 8am-5pm. Dog Agility Trials at 
WNC Ag Center. All breeds, divisions by size. 
Free. More info at www.blueridgeagility.com 
Sat. - 
Fri.-1/23 - 7pm. Book reading and signing:  
Little Darling’s “Pinups for Pitbulls”, by 
Deirdre Franklin at Malaprops Bookstore, 15 
Haywood Street, Asheville.
Fri.-1/23 – 11am. Salvation Army Children’s 
program with Hendersonville Kennel Club.
More at www.hendersonvillekc.org.
Sat. -.1/24 – 12 – 4pm. BWAR Adoption 
Event at Mast General Store. See 1/10.
Sat. – 1/24 – 10am-2pm. Hard 2 Recycle 
event at Aaron’s Rent-to-Own parking lot, 
1298 Patton Ave., Asheville. AHS will collect 
blankets, towels, pet toys, etc. for use at animal 
shelters. www.ashevillehumane.org or 828 
761-2001.
Sun. -.1/25 – 1-5pm. Low cost vaccination 
clinic at AHS center, 14 Forever Friends Lane, 
Asheville. Details at www.ashevillehumane.
org or 828 761-2001.

February  
Fri. – 2/13 – All Day. Deliveries of Deliveries of 
Puppygrams, including card, flower(s), sweet Puppygrams, including card, flower(s), sweet 
treat and a puppy visit.  Information, ordering treat and a puppy visit.  Information, ordering 
at bwar.org or 828 505-3440.at bwar.org or 828 505-3440.
Sat. – 2/14 – All Day. Puppygram deliveries. 
See above.
Fri. – 2/13 – 6-9pm. Drag Queen Bingo to Drag Queen Bingo to 
benefit BWAR at Doubletree Biltmore Hotel. benefit BWAR at Doubletree Biltmore Hotel. 
Bingo, prizes, raffles plus unforgettable drag Bingo, prizes, raffles plus unforgettable drag 
queens. $25. www.bwar.org or 828 505-3440.queens. $25. www.bwar.org or 828 505-3440.
Sat. – 2/14 – 6-9pm. See above.

Dogs of all sizes and breeds, plus mixed 
breed dogs of all sizes, will once again be 
competing in Agility Trials at the WNC 
Ag Center on the weekend of January 16 
through January 18, 2015.  The Blue Ridge 
Agility Club will host the American Kennel 
Club licensed event, which might also be 
called a two ring circus.

The competition consists of a timed 
run through a series of obstacles which the 
dog must go over, under, or through at the 
direction of his/her handler. The unique 
course for each event is set up by volunteers 
as quickly as possible after the previous event 
ends. Then the handlers for the upcoming 
event are given a chance to walk the course 
and plan the best places to position themselves 
to guide the dog through the obstacles.  Runs 
will be electronically timed and breakaway 
tires, 24” spaced weave poles, plastic jumps 
with single moveable plastic cups, and 
rubber contacts will be used as obstacles.

Competitions will begin at 7:45am each 
day and end about 5pm. All events will be 
run in the McGough Arena at the Ag Center 
complex. Parking and admission are free.  
Spectators are welcome, but their own pets 
should be left at home. On Friday and Sunday, 
the order of competition will be bigger to 
smaller, while on Saturday, the smaller dogs 
will run first and the bigger dogs later in the day.

For further information go to
www.blueridgeagility.com.  

Blue RidgeBlue Ridge
Agility ClubAgility Club

to Host Trailsto Host Trails
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Food Collections For Senior’s Food Collections For Senior’s 
Pets Continue at LibrariesPets Continue at Libraries

Not content with just a holiday season 
effort, Asheville Area Professional Pet 
Sitters Association will continue to have 
pet food donation barrels at Buncombe 
County libraries. As the barrels are filled, 
volunteers take the donations to Meals on 
Wheels (MoW) headquarters, from where 
they are distributed to help their clients feed 
their pets. 

Donation barrels will be available at 
the Weaverville, North Asheville, South 
Asheville, Leicester, Enka-Candler and 
Swananoa libraries.

Debbie Sprause, MoW Director of 
Development, said that the organization’s 
300 volunteers regularly delivers meals 
to 500 seniors, who have about 120 pets, 
including dogs, cats, and birds. She said 
that the donations of food and other pet 
items are very helpful in keeping their 
program supplied. Meals on Wheels is not 
a government agency, and gets 85% of its 
funding from private donations. The other 
15% comes from Federal government 
programs. “We really appreciate all the 
gifts,” she said. 

A MoW client’s need for pet food 
assistance as well as his/her own meals 
is determined by a social worker case 
manager and the client during or after a 
home visit, Sprause explained. Then she 
added that most MoW clients have smaller 
living quarters. “So we especially appreciate 
donations of small kibble dog food,” she 
said. “Few of the seniors we serve have 
large dogs.”

Brother Wolf Animal Rescue 
(BWAR) is once again offering 
Valentine fundraisers that will bring 
joy to the participants as well as help 
for homeless pets. One is Puppygrams, 
and the other is Drag Queen Bingo

Puppygrams are visits to the 
recipient’s home or workplace by 
a warm, cuddly, adoptable puppy 
brought by a BWAR volunteer bearing 
additional gifts.  Puppygrams can be 
delivered either Friday, February 13 
or Saturday, February 14 as the donor 
specifies.  The price for a Puppygram is 
$45, and the additional gifts are a single 
long stem flower with card, a balloon, 
and a locally made sweet treat.

Puppygrams can be delivered within 
15 miles of Asheville. A Puppygram 
upgraded to include a half dozen flowers 
is $65, and one including a full dozen 
flowers is $85. Orders are accepted 
at www.bwar.org/puppygrams or by 
calling 828-575-2699.

Drag Queen Bingo, a BWAR 
unique and wildly popular event, 
will be held on both Friday, February 
13 and Saturday, February 14 at the 
Doubletree Biltmore Hotel. Doors will 
open both nights at 6pm, with games 
starting at 7 and ending at 9. In between 
games, Bingo goers will be entertained 

Puppygrams, Drag QueenPuppygrams, Drag Queen
Bingo to Raise Brother WolfBingo to Raise Brother Wolf

Rescue FundsRescue Funds
by some of the finest drag queens in 
the southeast. 

Tickets for Drag Queen Bingo are 
$25, and include 8 games, prizes and 
raffles in addition to the entertainment 
that just can’t be rated. Food and drink 
will be available for purchase. Tickets 
can be bought online at www.bwar.org, 
or by phone at 828 505-3440.

Photo by Louise St. Romain, 
FastCat Photography Studio.
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   publisher.petgazette@gmail.com
Jim Marks, Editor   
   editor.petgazette@gmail.com
Rosie, Shih Tzu/Terrier
   VP Credit & Collections
Hunter, Golden Retriever
   VP Customer Relations

“Moose” Penfold, Community Sales 
Manager at Emeritus, newly associated 
with the Brookdale family of senior living 
solutions, said that pets can be invaluable 
to seniors. “Pets provide friendship and 
companionship that help seniors stay 
engaged.” He also said he saw the power 
of pets first hand when he watched a senior 
who couldn’t normally move his arms 
move them to pet a visiting dog.  

Jill Totman, Branch Supervisor at the 
Weaverville library, is a big supporter 
of the pet food collections and proud of 
how generous her library’s clients are. 
“People are really generous,” she said. “In 
December, we took about a hundred pounds 
of pet food and other pet items to Meals on 
Wheels.” Like Sprause, she pointed out the 
special need for small kibble dog food. She 
also asked PetGazette to remind donors to 
give unopened packages. “We have no way 
of knowing what has been put in opened 
packages, so we can’t pass them on,” she 
said.

The Petsitters Association started 
the food collection program as simply a 
holiday effort. In 2013, over three thousand 
pounds of pet food were collected and 
distributed to help area pets. Now all 
involved are hoping that Buncombe’s pet 
lovers continue that high level of generosity 
throughout the year. 

  PetGazette has joined the Petsitters in 
supporting the food collection effort. For 
further details about the program, call us 
here at 828 633-06

Horse Training - 5
Feathered Friends - 10
Fish - 6
Food Drive - 3
Memorials - 15                                           
And Furthermore…
   Presidential Dogs - 12
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Brevard Integrative Veterinary PracticeBrevard Integrative Veterinary Practice
Since 2008, Brevard has had an 

integrated veterinary clinic with a 
special mission: “Treating Your Pets 
Well.” Riversong Veterinary Clinic 
was started by Dr. Ann Holshouser, 
who blends the best of conventional 
and alternative therapies to help small 
animals of all ages.

Dr. Holshouser, a veterinarian with 
24 years’ experience, explains: “At 
Riversong, we can help in many acute 
situations, but chronic disease is where 
we dig in, try get down to the root of 
the problem, and help the animal’s 
body heal itself. There are diseases we 
can’t cure,” she admitted, “but in most 
cases we can help the animal have a 
better quality of life.”

“Dr. Ann” explained that many 
patients with chronic “incurable” 
diseases, such as diabetes and thyroid, 
require conventional medicines.  
However, with adjustments in diet, 
supplements and natural therapies, 
medications can be kept to a minimum. 
The animal’s overall appearance in both 
attitude and vitality can be optimized 
while the medical condition is managed. 
“I have learned that the origin of most 
chronic disease is inflammation,” Dr. 
Ann said. “Managing inflammation 
through diet and supplements can boost 
the patient to a path of better health.” 

Holshouser realized early in her 
career that she was drawn to a more 
holistic way of veterinary medicine. 
“I grew up on a rural dairy farm, and 
my Dad used some natural remedies 
with our dairy herd. But it was a 
veterinary seminar that taught me 
about homeopathies and their gentle, 
yet powerful effect on the body.”

Homeopathy was developed over 

200 years ago by German physician 
Samuel Hahnemann. While using 
quinine to treat malaria in people, 
Dr. Hahnemann discovered the Law 
of Similar, which explains how 
homeopathy works. In simple terms, 
the Law states that what symptoms a 
substance can cause, it can cure in very 
small doses. Homeopathic remedies 
are the much diluted form of natural 
substances found in plants, minerals or 
animals.  

A 1991 graduate from the College 
of Veterinary Medicine at The 
University of Georgia, Dr. Ann later 
completed the Professional Veterinary 
Course in Homeopathy taught by 
noted homeopathic expert Dr. Richard 
Pitcairn.  Encouraged by the effects of 
the natural remedies on her patients, 
Holshouser decided to expand her 
holistic tool kit. In 2008, she completed 
a rigorous course for veterinarians 
at The Chi Institute in Reddick, Fla. 
(tcvm.com). “It was the most difficult 
thing I have done in my career since 
veterinary school,” she said. “But the 
body of knowledge was fascinating.  I 
love what it does for the animals.”

Arthritis, skin disease, chronic ear 
diseases, Cushing’s disease, and thyroid 
disease are just a few of the chronic 
ailments treated at Riversong with 
acupuncture, herbs and homeopathics. 
More acute diseases such as urinary tract 
ailments or back pain are commonly 
treated as well.  At Riversong, a sick 
animal will likely receive a blend 
of therapies, tailored to the patient’s 
constitution and symptoms of disease. 
“Homeopathics are wonderful for acute 
symptoms, like fever or trauma. If the 
pet has more chronic symptoms such 

as pain or metabolic disease, we may 
focus more on acupuncture, herbs or 
cold laser therapy, “Holshouser said

Dr. Ann reports she is often 
asked how the animals remain still 
for acupuncture treatments. “We do 
acupuncture on mostly dogs and cats. 
Dogs are over represented, but the 
felines actually do very well. Fewer 
needles and shorter treatment times 
help them respond quickly.  Most 
animals relax during the treatments. 
Sometimes they even fall asleep.”

Regardless of the outcome of the 
disease process, Chinese medicine is 
thought to aid the body by balancing 
its “Qi” or Life Force.  Riversong 
often uses the Five Element Theory of 
Chinese Medicine to guide the treatment 
when it’s the right fit for the human 
and pet.  Essentially, Five Element 
theory is used to help explain the 
cause of particular diseases.  Through 
analyzing an animal’s personality 
trait or   individual characteristic, Dr. 
Ann can associate signs or symptoms 
with particular organs and afflictions.       
Holshouser says lack of mobility is 
a major cause of medium and larger 
breed dog euthanasias. “Our pets can 
experience pain and stiffness just as 
we can,” she says. “Reluctance to 
jump, run, or climb stairs, or stiffness 
when moving, are common symptoms 
of joint pain. At Riversong we work 
with each pet parent to determine the 
pet’s Quality of Life score, and then 
tailor a treatment plan for the pet,” she 
explains. “Common obstacles such 
as poor appetite or reluctance to take 
medications can often be overcome 
with compounded medications, or 
using a moist diet.”

Itchy pets are a frequent complaint. 
“Few things are more frustrating than 
an itchy pet, and they account for over 
50% of our new patients,” says Dr. 
Ann.  Animals commonly suffer from 
allergic dermatitis, and Riversong’s 
approach starts with the basics. “Food 
is medicine. Dry kibble filled with 
by-products, grains and other fillers 
is sometimes overwhelming for the 
canine immune system. Cats and dogs 
are carnivores. They really do not need 
grains. Their two main requirements 
are high quality meat protein, and a 
proper calcium-phosphorous ratio.”   

Riversong celebrated its 5th year 
anniversary in a new, larger facility 
on Market Street at Strauss Park in 
November 2013.  It was also the year 
Dr. Ann completed her Certification in 
Veterinary Acupuncture. 

In addition to alternative therapies, 
Riversong also offers traditional 
services such as dentistry and wellness 
care. Vaccinations are offered, as well 
as antibody titer testing for those pet 
parents concerned about the side effects 
of vaccinations. 

Dr. Ann feels the biggest measure 
of her success is happy animals and 
their humans. She is a member of 
the American Holistic Veterinary 
Medical Association, and a former 
Board member of FOTAS (Friends of 
the Animal Shelter). She has lived in 
Brevard since 2003 with her family 
and pets. 

To reach Ann Holshouser, DVM or To reach Ann Holshouser, DVM or 
Riversong, call 828 862-8450, visit Riversong, call 828 862-8450, visit 
riversongvet.com or write to: Riversong riversongvet.com or write to: Riversong 
Veterinary Clinic, 4 Market St., Suite Veterinary Clinic, 4 Market St., Suite 
4105, Brevard NC 287124105, Brevard NC 28712
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my Dad used some natural remedies 
with our dairy herd. But it was a 
veterinary seminar that taught me 
about homeopathies and their gentle, 
yet powerful effect on the body.”
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200 years ago by German physician 
Samuel Hahnemann. While using 
quinine to treat malaria in people, 
Dr. Hahnemann discovered the Law 
of Similar, which explains how 
homeopathy works. In simple terms, 
the Law states that what symptoms a 
substance can cause, it can cure in very 
small doses. Homeopathic remedies 
are the much diluted form of natural 
substances found in plants, minerals or 
animals.  

A 1991 graduate from the College 
of Veterinary Medicine at The 
University of Georgia, Dr. Ann later 
completed the Professional Veterinary 
Course in Homeopathy taught by 
noted homeopathic expert Dr. Richard 
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acupuncture on mostly dogs and cats. 
Dogs are over represented, but the 
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as antibody titer testing for those pet 
parents concerned about the side effects 
of vaccinations. 

Dr. Ann feels the biggest measure 
of her success is happy animals and 
their humans. She is a member of 
the American Holistic Veterinary 
Medical Association, and a former 
Board member of FOTAS (Friends of 
the Animal Shelter). She has lived in 
Brevard since 2003 with her family 
and pets. 

To reach Ann Holshouser, DVM or To reach Ann Holshouser, DVM or 
Riversong, call 828 862-8450, visit Riversong, call 828 862-8450, visit 
riversongvet.com or write to: Riversong riversongvet.com or write to: Riversong 
Veterinary Clinic, 4 Market St., Suite Veterinary Clinic, 4 Market St., Suite 
4105, Brevard NC 287124105, Brevard NC 28712

In-home 
animal behavior 
consulting and 
clicker training 

for dogs, 
cats and
horses

Certified professional dog trainer, 
certified dog behavior counselor 

Trish LoehrTrish Loehr
MSc, MSc, CDBC, CPDT-KACDBC, CPDT-KA

212-203-2896212-203-2896
Buncombe, Madison and 

Henderson counties 
www.loehranimalbehavior.com

     Does your dog lunge 
and bark at other  

dogs? Does your 
cat avoid the

litterbox? 
Is your horse 

difficult to load 
onto the trailer? 

Loehr Animal Loehr Animal 
Behavior Behavior 

will help you with will help you with 
personalized personalized 

treatment plans.treatment plans.
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For me, finding an ideal therapy horse     
isn’t a matter of finding one with certain 
attributes. I can think of opportunities 
for all kinds of different horses under all 
kinds of circumstances.

At Horse Sense of the Carolinas, 
we use the Parelli Seven Games™ as a 
primary assessment and training tool. 
These Games™ are so beneficial because 
each one focuses on a different dynamic of 
horse behavior. The Squeeze Game™, in 
particular, reveals quite a bit about a horse. 
It shows how the horse responds to varying 
degrees of physical proximity, to the other 
horses in the herd, and within her physical 
environment. Can I squeeze the horse 
between me and a fence? Does she freeze in 
a squeeze situation, or does she bolt through 
at ninety miles an hour? For us, each game 
becomes both an instrument for measuring 
baseline behavior and for shaping and 
working with individual behaviors. That 
makes the SevenGames™ an all-in-one, 
go-to set of tools.   

How does the horse respond to pressure 
from different Parelli™ Zones of her body.  
Zone 1 = the nose and everything in front, 
Zone 2 = the neck, Zone 3 = the barrel, 
Zone 4 = the hips, and Zone 5 = the tail and 
everything behind. (The Delicate Zone is the 
area around the eyes and ears, basically from 
where the halter loops over the horse’s nose 
to where it loops behind the ears. Except for 

The Ideal Equine Assisted Therapy HorseThe Ideal Equine Assisted Therapy Horse
work using the Friendly Game™, we avoid 
the Delicate Zone.) The Seven Games™ are 
also very helpful in showing us how a horse 
will respond to different types of pressure, 
in varying degrees, within eachzone. Since 
clients are likely to be in any zones doing 
any variety of things, I want to know ahead 
of time how a horse will respond to pressure 
of any sort from the various zones.

In fact, I chart that I’ve played with each 
horse in each zone, observing and recording 
the horse’s response to an individual playing 
near or with her in, both online and at liberty. 
Then I use the same chart to check on how 
the horse responds to games with groups of 
people. For example, because

Equine Assisted Psychotherapy (EAP) 
clients often want to move a horse from 
behind as a group, I want to make sure a 
horse is accustomed to and tolerant of that 
“predator” behavior. Although I usually 
do most assessing in my head, I try to get 
something down on paper to reflect the 
kinds of things I’m looking for in a horse. 

Once a horse is observed for work 
with individuals (single clients), then we’ll 
observe her for small groups and large 
groups. My primary concern is that we’ve 
asked questions in all the zones. Please note 
the horse needs to be played with from both 
sides as well. Clients generally aren’t thinking 
about the “on side,” the “near” or the left side 
of horse vs. the “off” or right side. So I want 
to know my horses will be comfortable with 
humans interacting with them from any 

direction. Just because a horse has become 
familiar with a behavior on one side doesn’t 
mean she is automatically comfortable with 
that behavior on the other! 

I’m particula ly interested in whether a 
horse is assessed as “solid” in the Friendly 
Game™ or the “Extreme Friendly Game” 
(think sensitizing/desensitizing, roughly). 
When assessing for these Games™, I pull 
out all the props and items we might be 
playing with in EAP sessions: balls, tarps, 
cones, jumps, hula hoops, and noodles. Then, 
I play with the horse until she is responding 
to the person connected with the item and 
not the item itself. On a recent drizzly day, I 
witnessed eight young men    in rain slickers 
approach two of our horses, in multiple 
zones at liberty in a pasture. I was somewhat 
surprised and particularly pleased when the 
horses remained calm and quiet, even with 
all that rain-jacket noise! It was nice to then 
be able to address what the clients needed 
work on, rather than what the horses needed 
work on!

In short, there is no one set of training 
skills an equine therapy horse needs to do 
his/her job. What is necessary is a horse 
confident and comfortable in his/her own 
skin, and a horse professional who can 
read the horse’s communication via body 
language to keep the situation safe and 
productive! One size does not fit all! 

Shannon Knapp is the President of 
Horse Sense of the Carolinas. Reach her 
at HorseSenseOtc.com.

Shannon Knapp

Hendersonville’s independently and 
locally owned full-line pet supply 

store since 1999.

Natural and holistic products 
and medications.

Do it yourself dog wash.

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday 9:00 - 6:00

Saturday 9:00 - 5:00
Sunday 12:00 - 5:00

(828) 698-6910
1927 Spartanburg Highway, 

Hendersonville, NC
www.petsourcenc.com

One of our biggest needs at
Charlie’s Angels Animal Rescue
is foster homes. If you could let
me live in your home for a brief
period, your kindness would open
up space at the Safe Haven
Shelter. Then...many more of my
friends would be saved!
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Seems like a simple statement.  Yet it 
needs to be pointed out so 
frequently that a previous local fish store 
owner took magic markers to paper and 
drew it out.  Hangs on my wall at the 
store to this day.  I can’t count how many 
times a week I have to problem solved 
for a customer why their fish are hiding 
and “just disappearing”.  More often than 
not, those customers have purchased 
a fish from a large chain store, with no 
research and questionable guidance

First; despite all guarantees, it really is 
your responsibility to inform yourself on 
the fish you choose.  The majority of us 
have a phone that is capable of showing 
us a lot of information. Or, don’t make an 
impulse buy.  Go home; find out if it will 
fit in with your tank!

Second; remember where you are.  
How much experience does the 
person helping you have with all of 
the fish available to us? Refer back to 
first rule.  

Third; common sense.  How big does 
it grow? How big is its mouth? What 
does it eat? How does it behave with 
tank mates?

Here’s a better idea. Do a bit of 
research, find a good local fish store 
and create the water wonderland you 
want to see.  For the most part a person 
that opens up a fish store is doing 
it because they love it, not because it’s 

a moneymaker.  You will find more 
knowledge and hands on experience, 
along with honesty, by walking into 
a good local fish store.  Unfortunately, 
these are stores are becoming far 
and few between.  Why?  Big fish eat 
little fish.

In the same way that Walmart moves 
in and wipes out the smaller grocers, 
the large pet stores move in catering to 
society’s want for full convenience.  And 
in turn, making it difficult for those of 
us that actually care about what we are 
doing.  Real people who are passionate, 
and the knowledge to back it up, about 
what they do, just trying to make a 
living, while sharing what they love 
and know. 

To be honest, I’m sick and tired of 
fixing all the fish tanks the box stores 
screw up.  I’m tired of trying to save sick 
fish purchased from stores where they 
can’t, or don’t recognize illness.  It really 
comes down to educating yourself and 
having respect for the knowledge that 
can only come from a specialized store.  
If you don’t support us, well…big fish eat 
little fish. 

Shawn Chase has been the sole Shawn Chase has been the sole 
proprietor of Mountains to Sea proprietor of Mountains to Sea 
Aquariums in Asheville for 51/2 years.  Aquariums in Asheville for 51/2 years.  
She describes her business as a boutique She describes her business as a boutique 
marine animal store dedicated to doing marine animal store dedicated to doing 
the right thing for both animals and the right thing for both animals and 
customers. Reach her at schase_4@customers. Reach her at schase_4@
hotmail.com.hotmail.com.

Big Fish Eat Little FishBig Fish Eat Little Fish  
by Shawn Chase
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EMERGENCY AND 
SPECIALTY ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL
Quality Care With Compassion

- Open 24/7 -- Open 24/7 -
• One hospital providing comprehensive emergency 
   and specialty care

• Board Certified Surgeon and Internist on staff

• Serving all of WNC

• Continuous overnight monitoring by doctors 
   and staff

677 Brevard Road, Asheville, NC 28806
(828) 665-4399

www.reachvet.com

We Now Have a Board Certified Internist.We Now Have a Board Certified Internist.  
Dr. Paula Levine specializes in abdominal 

and cardiac ultrasounds, endoscopic procedures 
and complex medical cases.

HUMANE ALLIANCE

Spay/neuter
surgery +

rabies vaccine

For free-roaming,
outdoor cats.

Buncombe County
residents only.

More information on this & other low-costs, high-quality procedures at:
www.humanealliance.org/cats

Ace Hardware Weaverville
61-A Weaver Blvd.

Weaverville, NC 28787
(828) 645-8811

Sponsored by:
Now

carrying:
(Available at North

Asheville location only)

Ace Hardware North Asheville
812 Merrimon Ave.
Asheville, NC 28804

(828) 505-3672

Ace Hardware South Asheville
1 888 Hendersonville Rd.

Asheville, NC 28803
(828) 676-0047

Asheville’s favorite
pet grooming salon!

We offer full service
pet grooming that only leaves

your pet fresh and clean,
but pampers them

with a pet make over!

Ask us about early drop off and late pick up

We have 37 years of
combined experience and lots of

wagging tails to show for it!

Call today
for your

appointment!

(828) 645-3338
www.petgroomerasheville.com

148 Weaverville Highway - North Asheville

Pet Services
Pet SittingPet Sitting

CustomizedCustomized
to Yourto Your

Pet’s Needs!Pet’s Needs!
Specializing inSpecializing in

Seniors &Seniors &
Medication AdministrationMedication Administration

luckydaypetservices@yahoo.com

• Insured, Member of AAPPSA• Insured, Member of AAPPSA
• Pet Sitting: Dogs, Cats,• Pet Sitting: Dogs, Cats,
     Small Mammals, Reptiles,     Small Mammals, Reptiles,
     Small Farm Animals, Birds     Small Farm Animals, Birds
• Dog Walking• Dog Walking
• Overnight Sitting• Overnight Sitting

FOTAS which now stands for Friends 
of Transylvania AnimalS, has launched 
a campaign to promote and raise 
money for a dog and cat spay and 
neuter program.

FOTAS President Bill Briggs said 
that while FOTAS, which used 
to stand for Friends 
Of The Animal 
Shelter, will continue 
to support the 
animal shelter, the 
group’s efforts had 
to be  expanded.
“We realized that 
in order to fulfill 
our mission of 
helping animals in  
our county, it’s 
vital to reduce 
the increasing
population of 
stray and neglected 
animals,” Under 
the new program, 
FOTAS will distribute  vouchers to the 
Animal Shelter and to  selected 
veterinarians who will decide which 
residents truly need vouchers. The 
vouchers are to be used at Noah’s 
ARC for spaying or neutering 
Transylvania county residents’ pets.  

The program got underway this past 
fall, and 24 animals had already 
been spayed or neutered as of 
November 17, 2014 Given the 
reproductive rates of unaltered dogs 
and cats, that contributed 
significantly to reducing the future 

number  of unwanted 
puppies and kittens.  

In light of 
their new mission, 
FOTAS is phasing 
in its new name 
that matches the  
existing FOTAS 
acronym, but 
better reflects the 
campaign, “Friends 
Of Transylvania  
AnimalS.”  

“We are the 
same, hardworking 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
that helped raise 
money to build 

a clean, spacious animal 
shelter, and we will continue to 
seek broad community support,” 
Briggs said, and added that 
“we are impressed with the 
generosity of the citizens of 
Transylvania County.”



Make your dog look and Make your dog look and 
feel like a champion!feel like a champion!

NU-DOG 
PET STYLING
2560 US Highway 64 East,

Suite B
(Chimney Rock Road)

Hendersonville, NC 28792

Owner Vicki Schroader, 
(former owner of 
Hideaway Hills)

25 years of grooming 
experience

Hours by appointment
828-231-8714 Now 

accepting 
new 

clients
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“It” is “little darling’s” Pinups for 
Pitbulls, an out-of-the-box, education- 
focused canine advocacy group.     

Deirdre Franklin, the founder and 
soul of the group, has used her national 
following in burlesque,  combined 
with an MS in Public Policy/animal 
advocacy education, to build a network 
of volunteers who carry out a mission 
to save dogs from euthanasia and 
discrimination, all over the country. 

Deirdre’s new book illustrates the 
phenomenal growth of the group by 
assembling the best of ten years of 
the popular fundraiser, the Pinups 
for Pitbulls Calendars.  The book 
also provides education on the Pit 
Bull’s true personality, educating 
the public about misconceptions that 

It’s a Pinup Calendar!It’s a Pinup Calendar!
It’s a Book! It’s a Store!It’s a Book! It’s a Store!

result in unwarranted euthanasia 
and discriminatory breed-specific 
legislation.  Each Calendar page 
features beautiful women, often 
volunteers, transformed into a classic 
1940’s pin-up girl, photographed with 
her canine companion. 

There will be a Model Call in 
January for a shoot in April.  Both the 
book and the Calendar are available 
at the eclectic new store, located at 90 
Biltmore Avenue. Here you’ll find a 
great mix of vintage-designed dresses, 
gift items, pit bull clothing, hand-made 
jewelry, and more. FB Deirdre Franklin 
little darling.  828-645-9273
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As cold weather settles in, we should all 
remember our companion animals don’t 
have the resources to plan for and adapt to it, 
especially if they are homeless. While animals 
are resourceful, they do succumb to winter 
hazards that might have been avoided had 
humans been more conscientious. 

Antifreeze is one of the most dangerous 
hazards. As we winterize our vehicles, we need 
must make sure we have no antifreeze leaks, 
or open antifreeze containers, and that we are 
using more animal safe antifreeze like Sierra 
brand. Safer products like Sierra combine the 
benefits of biodegradability, low toxicity, and all-
climate protection. Instead of deadly ethylene 
glycol, its main ingredient is propylene glycol, 
which is safer for both animals and children.

Antifreeze poisoning can be fatal before 
animal guardians even know what has 
happened. More than 10,000 dogs and cats 
are accidentally poisoned each year by 
antifreeze ingestion. 

Animals are especially attracted to 
antifreeze because of its taste. A cat can 
ingest a fatal quantity by licking its paws after 
walking through a puddle of leaked antifreeze. 
Four ounces of antifreeze in a 60 lb. dog can 
cause kidney failure and/or death, while a 1.5 
teaspoon dose is fatal to a 10 lb cat. Within 30 
minutes to 12 hours after an animal drinks 
antifreeze, s/he will act as if drunk. The animal 
may be wobbly, depressed, vomiting, develop 
muscle twitching and seizures, and go into 
a coma. 

Beware Of Antifreeze,Beware Of Antifreeze,
Toxic Plants In WinterToxic Plants In Winter

Dogs may appear to recover but die 
within 24-72 hours of ingestion. Cats often 
mask their illness until treatment is too late. 
Cats metabolize antifreeze rapidly and must 
be treated immediately to have even a slight 
chance of recovery. If you suspect antifreeze 
ingestion, seek help immediately! 

Another common cold weather problem is 
the toxic houseplant. When people bring their 
plants indoors, animals may decide to take a 
nibble or two. Some poisonous houseplants 
cause only mild gastrointestinal upset; others 
cause kidney damage and eventual death. 
Ingestion azalea, oleander, mistletoe, poinsettias, 
sago palm, Easter lily, or yew plant material 
by an animal could be fatal. Dieffenbachia, 
caladium, English ivy, and philodendrons 
are also poisonous. Signs that your animal 
may have ingested poisonous plant material 
include nausea, vomiting, breathing difficulties, 
disorientation, or any changes in behavior. See 
your veterinarian immediately if you suspect 
toxic plant ingestion. Visit www.aspca.org. for 
a comprehensive list of poisonous plants. 

If your cats are particularly insistent on 
chewing up houseplants, make an indoor 
garden just for them. You can grow cat grass, 
catnip, and a number of other indoor plants that 
kitties can chew safely.  

Note: This article is a compilation Note: This article is a compilation 
of information from the veterinarians at of information from the veterinarians at 
R.E.A.C.H (Regional Emergency Animal R.E.A.C.H (Regional Emergency Animal 
Care Hospital). Visit www.reachvet.com or Care Hospital). Visit www.reachvet.com or 
call 828 665-4399 for more informationcall 828 665-4399 for more information



SUSAN STRAZZELLA, MIXED MEDIA ARTISTSUSAN STRAZZELLA, MIXED MEDIA ARTIST
Studio 2A2 The Wedge Bldg., 

129 Roberts St., Asheville
www.strazzella.net • artistsuzy@aol.com

609-203-0843

Express your best friend’s Express your best friend’s 
love for you, love for you, 

now and forever. now and forever. 

Wonderful gift 
(please order early, 

these handcrafted pieces take time!)
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People who aren’t “bird people” just 
don’t get it. To outsiders, birds are just 
animals that scream, fling food, poop, 
and generally create a bad headache and 
mess. I’m sure we bird owners have all 
experienced that blank look you get after 
proudly announcing you just brought home 
your latest little bundle of feathered joy.  
That kind of “What on earth did you do?” 
look, followed by the question, “Why”?  

Now, inevitably, you’ve introduced 
your friends to your new roommate, right? 
Maybe you had them over for dinner 
at your place.  You proudly introduced 
parrot to human, and vice versa. You 
pointed out the cleanliness of the brand 
new cage and how smart your bird is for 
waving on command, and ignored the fact 
that your once immaculate carpet now 
crunches underfoot from strewn bird 
food. Then, IT happened. 

Oh, you know what I’m talking about. 
Your friend crouched in front of the cage 
and started muttering those cringe inducing 
words. “Polly want a cracker?” “Can you 
say Pretty Birdie? Polly want a cracker?”

Of course, your new bird is too 
intelligent to have stooped low enough to 
reply to such questioning, and continued 
to sit on the perch ... mute and unmoving. 
Your friend turned to you, shrugged, and 
asked that question every bird owner 
knows comes next ... “Does it talk?” You 
probably sighed, shrugged, and fruitlessly 
tried to explain that, “Yes, the pretty bird 
(whose name is not Polly) does indeed 
talk, but has a funky voice that can be 
hard to understand. No, the bird will 
not talk on demand. If you want to see a 
bird talk on command, go to Youtube.”

If my birds could verbalize like 
humans, I’m sure  they would ask, “Why 
does everyone call me  Polly?” I’ve been 
half tempted to teach them to say “No 
cracker, thanks” just to see the reaction. 
I don’t know where that question started, 
but as a bird owner it sure grates on my 
nerves. It ranks with trying to explain the 
“parrot thing” to people. The conversation 
normally goes something like:

“You have birds?”
“Yes, I have (insert number of birds here).”
“WOW. Cool! What ‘s your favorite?”

Bird People’s PeevesBird People’s Peeves  
“An Amazon”
“That a type of parrot?”
“Yes”. (By now, the person is looking 

somewhat pleased with herself/himself 
that she/he identified a real live parrot).

“What color?”
“Green and blue.”
“Oh- so it’s a PIRATE parrot!”
*Sigh* “No, not exactly. Those are 

macaws and they have long tails….” 
(Watch as the person slowly loses 
interest in the conversation)

“So it’s not a pirate parrot? What 
about those margarita parrots, are those 
macaws too?”

“Yes, those are macaws too.”
“Oh. I really like those birds.”
Of course, you know how the 

conversation then segues into “pirate 
parrots” mode: “What pirate owned 
what parrot? Why isn’t an Amazon 
the same thing as a macaw?  Doesn’t 
whatsthatbrand (you know, the one that 
uses a macaw in their advertising) make 
a good vodka?”

Perhaps nothing irks me more as a 
bird owner then my intelligent animal 
being dummied down to a simple dog-
like species that will do tricks for a 
cracker. (Of course, my caiques just 
might jump through hoops for a cracker, 
but that’s not the point). Perhaps it’s 
the tone of voice used when people 
start melting into that “Polly want a 
cracker?” ooze of utter stupidity. Like 
they have such low expectations for the 
animal, because it’s just a bird. Let’s 
reiterate the point: it’s a bird. Parrots 
are one of the most intelligent creatures 
we keep as pets today. Their capacity 
for understanding and learning is right 
up there with dolphins and other highly 
intelligent and respected animals. If 
Polly could talk back, Polly would tell 
you that a) his name is not Polly and b) 
he doesn’t want a cracker, he wants a 
foot massage and a glass of your finest 
sparkling water.

Or not. But hey, Polly isn’t the one 
doing the talking, is he?

Emily Trimnal is a Certified Avian 
Specialist, a Level 2 Aviculturist with 
the American Federation of Aviculture, 
and a regular contributor to PetGazette. 
Her blog is Emily’s Birds.

by Emily Trimnal
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PetGazette advertisers share their 
expertise about the importance of 
maintaining your companion’s grooming 
needs in winter.

A Groom With A View, Jamie Roper
Outside or inside dogs need grooming.  

If inside, they can get “the doggie smell”.  
If outside, long coats mat and the snow or 
mud can stick to their underbellies.

A Dog’s Day Out, Beth Koller
Grooming is a year round process. 

Longer fur has a greater chance of 
developing mats and tangles. Matts do 
not allow for proper airflow through the 
coat and this can lead to health problems. 
Pet skin can become dry and flaky (itchy) 
due to a lack of humidity. Shampooing, 
conditioning and brushing can help 
stimulate the natural oils to ease the 
dryness.

Chrissy’s VIPets, Chrissy Nolan
Grooming on a consistent basis is more 
cost-effective in the long run. If not 
groomed in the winter your companion 
will develop mats in his coat which are 
so painful to remove that we don’t do 
it. The dog would have to be shaved 
down completely.

Cat Care Clinic, Dr. Karel Carnohan
There are specific grooming solutions 

for different conditions, one of which 
is a Lion Cut, for uncontrollable or 
uncomfortable matted fur or a cat who 
suffers from extreme hairball issues. 

Canine Shear Heaven, Kim Slagle
Feeling clean is part of our pets’ mental 
health! In grooming we often notice 
problems first, such as bumps, sores or 
red skin. Both mats in the winter and 
a shave-down in the spring damage 

Grooming In WinterGrooming In Winter  
the internal thermostat. Untrimmed nails 
cause balance problems. 

Calling All Cats, Kim Burress
Cats shed. Outdoor cats tend to shed 

hair in the spring. Indoor cats on the other 
hand, shed year round because they are 
not exposed to the changing temperatures. 
If you want to control shedding during the 
winter months it is beneficial to have them 
professionally groomed. 

Canine Crown n Glory, Kelly Swann
Fleas are around all year, and the skin 

gets very dry just like ours. It’s important 
to soothe that dry skin. Other problems 
are nails and mats in the coat which 
need upkeep in winter to avoid 
spring problems.

Dog Oasis, Randi Brodsky
It’s very important to keep the 

dog’s nails trimmed in winter. I’ve 
seen dogs come in here in spring with 
the nails actually turned under the feet; 
imagine how hard it is for them to walk 
comfortably, or safely on some floors, 
ice or snow. 

K-9 Klips, Carol Bratz  
A matted coat actually loses 

insulation, so when the dog goes 
outside he’ll be colder not warmer in 
winter, especially if he gets wet at all. 
Winter grooming, even just a brush-
out, removes the mats.

Sunshine Dog House, Amy Golden
If mats are not removed regularly, 

sores and redness can develop on the 
skin. If toenails are not clipped, the nail 
can actually grow into the pad or if left 
too long can cause difficulty walking. 
Regular ear cleaning can help fight off 
some infections..
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Asheville’s favorite
pet grooming salon!

We offer full service
pet grooming that only leaves

your pet fresh and clean,
but pampers them

with a pet make over!

Ask us about early drop off and late pick up

We have 37 years of
combined experience and lots of

wagging tails to show for it!

Call today
for your

appointment!

(828) 645-3338
www.petgroomerasheville.com

148 Weaverville Highway - North Asheville

In-home 
animal behavior 
consulting and 
clicker training 

for dogs, 
cats and
horses

Certified professional dog trainer, 
certified dog behavior counselor 

Trish LoehrTrish Loehr
MSc, MSc, CDBC, CPDT-KACDBC, CPDT-KA

212-203-2896212-203-2896
Buncombe, Madison and 

Henderson counties 
www.loehranimalbehavior.com

     Does your dog lunge 
and bark at other  

dogs? Does your 
cat avoid the

litterbox? 
Is your horse 

difficult to load 
onto the trailer? 

Loehr Animal Loehr Animal 
Behavior Behavior 

will help you with will help you with 
personalized personalized 

treatment plans.treatment plans.

Pawz-itively Sharp Dogs of George and AbePawz-itively Sharp Dogs of George and Abe 

What has history noted about 
the pets of George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln? It turns out that 
George Washington loved dogs and 
acquired 50 or more during his lifetime, 
mostly hunting dogs. His friend and 
patron, Lord Thomas Fairfax, the 6th 
Lord and Baron of Cameron, gifted 
him with a pack of foxhounds in the 
mid 1700’s for the sport of foxhunting. 
Washington kept, bred, and hunted 
with American Foxhounds throughout 
his life and maintained detailed records 
and pedigrees of the breed. 

 In 1785 Washington received 
several pairs of large French hounds 
from the Marquis de Lafayette. 
Washington used the French dogs 
to increase the size of his American 
foxhounds. Later, he bred his new 
strain with an Irish hound to create a 
faster hunting dog that resulted in the 
modern AKC American Foxhound. 
Every morning and evening, 
Washington visited his foxhounds and 
inspected their kennels.

His other dogs included a 
Newfoundland named Grumer, used 
for duck hunting; an English springer 

In honor of President’s Day
spaniel that flushed birds out of hiding 
during hunting; and a pack of terriers 
that kept down the number of rats in 
the stores of grain. In 1786 Washington 
paid twelve shilling for a Dalmatian, a 
“Coach dog” bitch namedll Madame 
Moose. In the following year he 
purchased a male for breeding.

Abraham Lincoln related 
differently to his most noted canine 
companion, Fido, a yellow, mixed-
breed dog. Fido, very much a house 
dog, accompanied Lincoln on his 
jaunts to town in Springfield, IL. Fido 
carried parcels home from the market 
and waited patiently outside Billy 
the Barber’s while Lincoln went in 
for a trim. When Lincoln was elected 
president he noticed the dog’s terror at 
all the loud noises during the victory 
celebration. He felt the dog would 
fare better in Springfield and arranged 
for his care with the Roll family with 
strict instructions. Fido was to remain 
a “house dog” and they must allow him 
to live in the house.  If his paws were 
muddy he was not to be scolded. In 
addition, he must be permitted to join 
the Roll family at mealtimes. Because 
Fido slept on a favorite horsehair sofa, 
Lincoln moved the sofa to the Roll 

household so Fido would feel at home
Shortly before the Lincolns left 

for the White House, they took Fido 
to F.W. Ingmire’s studio in Springfield 
to have his picture taken. Fido became 
the first Presidential dog photographed. 
When Lincoln was assassinated, 
the public bought all memoirs from 
Lincoln’s personal life and included 
Fido’s photo on calling cards.  The 
name “Fido” became the most popular 
name in history for dogs. 

Ironically, a year after Lincoln’s 
death John Roll described Fido’s 
demise. “We possessed the dog for 
a number of years when one day the 
dog, in a playful manner, put his dirty 
paws upon a drunken man sitting on 
the street curbing [who] in his drunken 
rage, thrust a knife into the body of 
poor old Fido. He was buried by loving 
hands. So Fido, just a poor yellow dog 
met the fate of his illustrious master- 
Assassination.”

Lin blogs about pets at 
PawzitivelySharp.com. She is co-
author of “Hey! Can You Hear Us? 
Messages from Animals”, available 
from Amazon or from Crystal 
Spectrum Publications.
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1275 Sweeten Creek Rd, Asheville, NC  28803
(828) 274-0646

50 New Leicester Hwy, Asheville, NC  28806  
(828) 253-0451

Serving Asheville 
for 42 years

Compassionate Care
For Your Best Friend

Full-Service Hospital: 
Wellness, Preventive Medicine, 

Surgery and Dentistry.
 

Digital xray
Endoscopy

State-of-the-art Lab Equipment 
David Vigee, DVM
Robert Scott, DVM 

David Vigee, DVM
South Office

Robert Scott, DVM
West Office
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(855) 4-DogLog(855) 4-DogLog

www.doglogservices.comwww.doglogservices.com
DogLogServices@gmail.comDogLogServices@gmail.com

Give your dog the yard they deserveGive your dog the yard they deserve

Services We Provide:Services We Provide:
• Weekly• Weekly
• Bi-Monthly• Bi-Monthly

• Monthly• Monthly
• One Time• One Time

As low as $10 a visitAs low as $10 a visit

YOUR FIRST MONTH

PROFESSIONAL 
POOPER SCOOPERS

It’s a cold, gray winter Saturday   
morning. The wind is whipping 
through the trees, and a mixture of sleet 
and snow is glazing your windows.  
And you have an adolescent dog racing 
around your house with a mitten in his 
mouth, full of energy and ready to 
party. You need some ideas for indoor 
ways to tire this pup out!
•  Food-stuffed toys! 

Don’t make the mistake of feeding 
a busy young dog in a dish. Dinnertime 

Indoor Fun For DogsIndoor Fun For Dogs  
lasts 0.5 seconds, and then your dog is 
bored again. Mix his kibble with some 
water or canned food and stuff it into 
a Kong® or two and make mealtimes 
last a little longer. Freeze the Kong 
overnight for a tougher challenge. 
Stores carry all kinds of fun food puzzle 
toys these days.
•  Hide and seek! 

Have a family member hide 
somewhere in the house with a favorite 
treat or toy, and then send your dog to 
find them! (He can learn their names 
at the same time – “Find Susan!”) Or 
hide treats or toys around the house, 
gradually making the hides harder.
•  School! 

I’ve never heard anyone complain 
that their dog was just too well trained. 
Rally, obedience, agility, nose work, 
tricks classes – there are many fun 
class choices in person and online these 
days. Your dog can get as tired learning 
a new trick as he can on a walk. 
•  Chew chew! 

What’s the opposite of careening 
around the house trying to get you to 
play? Lying quietly with a chew toy. 
Some dogs will chew on anything at 
all, but most prefer something tasty. 
Fold a bully stick into an empty cereal 
box, or put some kibble in an open 
plastic water bottle.
•  Fetch! 

If you have a dog proof area in 

your house, indoor fetch can burn a 
few calories. Throw the ball up a set 
of stairs or down a hallway (preferably 
safely carpeted). If your dog doesn’t 
bring toys back, use a second, identical 
toy to tempt him back, and then throw 
it when he drops the first one.
•  Tug! 

Make sure you teach your dog the 
rules first, and tug of war can be a great 
workout for both of you.
•  Treadmill! 

Teach your dog to walk, and then 
trot on a treadmill, using tasty treats 
and starting slowly. Always supervise 
carefully, and never tie your dog, give 
him the choice to hop off when he gets 
tired.
•  Play date! 

Invite one of your dog’s friends 
over, or go to their house for some 
chase and wrestling. Perhaps the dogs 
will play in the snow in the yard while 
you watch from the window with some 
hot chocolate.  Or, of course, you can 
get yourself and your dog bundled 
warmly and go for a real walk despite 
the weather. 

     
     Trish McMillan Loehr, MSc, CPDT Trish McMillan Loehr, MSc, CPDT 
KA, CDBC, owns and operates Loehr KA, CDBC, owns and operates Loehr 
Animal Behavior.  If you’d like in Animal Behavior.  If you’d like in 
person help with bored dogs or other person help with bored dogs or other 
behavior problems, you can contact behavior problems, you can contact 
her at www.loehranimalbehavior.comher at www.loehranimalbehavior.com

Bone - A - FideBone - A - Fide

Pet BoutiquePet Boutique
Wonderful Wonderful LocalLocal

ProductsProducts Not Found At Not Found At
Mass Market Stores!Mass Market Stores!

Yummy Dog Treats, LocallyYummy Dog Treats, Locally
Baked, Natural & OrganicBaked, Natural & Organic
Fun Toys, Apparel, Gifts,Fun Toys, Apparel, Gifts,

Leashes Leashes ____ Locally Locally
& U.S. Made& U.S. Made

Natural Foods & SupplementsNatural Foods & Supplements
Open 7 days a week:Open 7 days a week:

Mon-Sat 11 to 6 & Sunday 12-5Mon-Sat 11 to 6 & Sunday 12-5
118 Cherry Street Square118 Cherry Street Square

in beautiful Black Mountainin beautiful Black Mountain

(828) 669-0706(828) 669-0706
www.boneafidepetboutique.comwww.boneafidepetboutique.com

Open 7 A.M. to 7 P.M.
24 Hour Staff on Premises

365 Days a Year!

Playcare   LodgingPlaycare   Lodging
Grooming   BarkeryGrooming   Barkery

U-WashU-Wash

NOW TWONOW TWO
CONVENIENT LOCATIONSCONVENIENT LOCATIONS

803 Fairview Street, Asheville803 Fairview Street, Asheville

5 Airport Road, Arden5 Airport Road, Arden

(828)407-0776(828)407-0776
www.urbandogretreat.comwww.urbandogretreat.com

Copy and photo by Trish Loehr



- Tasty treats and natural chews.

- Large selection toys, leashes, 
collars, accessories.

- Homeopathic remedies 
and holistic supplements.

- Courteous, friendly service 
with a smile!

- Now carrying Evangers, Pure Vita, 
Fromm, Nutrisource, and more!

828-883-4383828-883-4383
259 N. Broad St. in the College Plaza Mall259 N. Broad St. in the College Plaza Mall

Brevard, NC 28712Brevard, NC 28712

Stop by - you’ll be Stop by - you’ll be 
GRATEFULGRATEFUL
you did!you did!

www.facebook.com/thegratefuldogncwww.facebook.com/thegratefuldognc

Your local holistic pet Your local holistic pet 
supply store!supply store!

Healthy food Healthy food 
at an at an 

affordable affordable 
price.price.
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Sunny, November 1: Sunny, the 
affectionate little sun conure parrot who 

spent 23 years 
entertaining his 
parents with 
p l ay f u l n e s s , 
and astounding 
beauty, left his 
loving family 
and flew over the 
Rainbow Bridge. 
Surely it is even 
brighter there 
since his arrival. 

Harry, November 18: Harry passed 
away at the age of twelve years peacefully 
(and unexpectedly) next to William in their 
crate during the night. They were always 
close and slept together all their lives. The 
family along with Harry misses their red 
haired King Charles Cavalier Spaniel, but 
cherishes the memories. 

At Rainbow Bridge in 2014At Rainbow Bridge in 2014  
Gidget, November 5: Sweet Gidget’s 

parents have giant hearts that hold the 
paw prints of many animals who have 
joined their family over the years. Sweet 
Gidget left a life of happiness and love. 
She is missed by her mom, dad and kitty-
siblings Leo, Gizmo and Skittles.

Tawny, November 10: Tawny was 
plagued with eye troubles, but her Dad fell 
in love at first sight. Tawny always lived in 
an atmosphere of love and appreciation. 
She is much missed by her Dad, but has 
now been reunited with sister-cat, Tess, 
who pre-deceased Tawny in November 
of 2011.

Doc, November 4: Doc was found 
cuddled with his litter mates under a 
dock more than 16 years ago. His human 
caretakers weren’t looking for a kitten 
at the time, but Doc immediately found 
a permanent home in their hearts. He is 
greatly missed.

Lucy, November 6: Lucy was a big 
girl with a bigger heart. She was loved by 
her adoring mom, who cared for Lucy’s 
health challenges for 13 years. And Lucy 
was a great comfort to her Mom as she 
cared for her own mother in the latter part 
of her life. Sadly, the death of her mother 
was soon followed by Lucy’s passing.

Sophie, November 10: Sophie lived 
with her Mom for more than 16 years. 
They were great companions who shared 
love, life and many memories.

Cujo, November 30: Cujo - an 
unlikely name for a Chihuahua - was 
loved by her family for 16 long years, and 
now she has joined her canine sibling, 
Tito, at the Rainbow Bridge.

Bandit, December 12: Bandit was a 
sweet Pomeranian who loved his family 
for fourteen years. His human caretaker  
will always miss the sweet little bundle 
of love who played, snuggled and loved 
him for so many wonderful years.

Logan, December: Logan was 
a wonderful cat who loved and was 
loved and cared for by his family for 
fourteen years. He is a greatly missed by 
his family.



- Tasty treats and natural chews.

- Large selection toys, leashes, 
collars, accessories.

- Homeopathic remedies 
and holistic supplements.

- Courteous, friendly service 
with a smile!

- Now carrying Evangers, Pure Vita, 
Fromm, Nutrisource, and more!

828-883-4383828-883-4383
259 N. Broad St. in the College Plaza Mall259 N. Broad St. in the College Plaza Mall

Brevard, NC 28712Brevard, NC 28712
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PET CREMATIONS OF PET CREMATIONS OF 
WESTERN CAROLINAWESTERN CAROLINA

A Final Act of Caring...A Final Act of Caring...
When it’s time to say goodbye... When it’s time to say goodbye... 
we treat your pet with we treat your pet with 
the same care, dignity the same care, dignity 
and respect we provide and respect we provide 
for our own.for our own.

We offer burial, cremation, We offer burial, cremation, 
and memorialization items and memorialization items 
to help you through a to help you through a 
difficult time’.difficult time’.

Please call and let us know how we may 
help you: 828-693-5220 

or email Nancie@Shuler-ForestLawn.com.

Pet Therapist Pet Therapist FredFred with Funeral Director Apprentice  with Funeral Director Apprentice 
Pete JuergensPete Juergens, at Shuler-Forest Lawn. , at Shuler-Forest Lawn. 

A SHULER FAMILY SERVICEA SHULER FAMILY SERVICEQuality of Life (QOL) is a term that 
encompasses the physical, emotional 
and relational aspects of an animal’s 
well-being. QOL can be understood best 
when aspects of daily life are investigated 
individually for signs of dysfunction or 
compromise. What follows are specific 
areas of everyday life and possible ways 
to evaluate them. Viewed individually 
or collectively, they can provide insight 
into our animal companion’s well-being. 
Although there can be overlap between 
each category, it is helpful to view them 
individually.
Presence of Pain

Is my companion feeling pain? If so, 
how often and to what extent? 

Signs of acute pain – Vocalizing, 
panting, pacing, and wincing when 
touched.

Signs of chronic pain – Hiding, 
reluctant to move or moving slowly, 
isolating.
Appetite

Is my companion eating? If so, how 
much? Is my companion eating only 
highly palatable food items?

Dogs may start eating only people-
food or eating one type of dog food for 
only a few days, then tiring of it. Cats may 
start licking only the sauce or juice off of 
canned food.
Quality of Mobility

Is my companion able to move about 
with ease? Is my companion slow to rise 
or to sit or lie down? What is the quality of 
my companion’s gait? Does it appear stiff 
or choppy? Is my companion walking on 
the top sides of his/her paws or scuffing 
them along the floor?
Cognition/Emotional Capacity

How is my companion’s brain 
functioning? Signs of cognitive decline 
in dogs and cats include the following: 
staring into space, getting caught in 
corners or under furniture, vocalizing, 
pacing, elimination accidents, panting, 
increased anxiety and fear. 

**All signs can be particularly evident 
in the evening hours.**
Caregiver/Companion Relationship

Has your relationship with your 
companion been affected? Has your 
time spent been reduced in quantity or 
quality?

Examples seen in dogs include walks 
being curtailed in duration and play 
time being modified or reduced in scope 
and duration. Cats may spend less time 
enjoying your company, and being petted 
may be reduced due to the inability to 
position themselves in favorable areas 
such as your lap or a space close to you. 

Quality of Life Indicators inQuality of Life Indicators in
Companion AnimalsCompanion Animals 

Both dogs and cats may no longer be 
sleeping with you. 
Energy level/Body Condition

Is your companion moving about 
with gusto and interacting with the 
environment or is he more reserved? Has 
his muscle mass remained the same or 
does he appear to have lost weight?
Individual Preferences/Pleasures

Is your companion still enjoying his 
favorite activities or objects? Examples 
in dogs include playing catch with a ball, 
going on walks, and playing with other 
animals. Cats may enjoy being petted, 
knocking items off counters and engaging 
with toys. 

It is helpful to make a list of your 
animal companion’s four favorite 
activities to have a baseline for the level of 
their daily enjoyment. 
Normal Urination/Defecation

Is your companion unable to urinate 
and defecate without pain or difficulty? 
Had he had an increased frequency 
to either urinate or defecate? Are his 
bowel movements normal? Has his 
hygiene been affected by the inability to 
adequately groom himself? Cats can have 
an appearance of an unkempt coat.
Other Sources of Suffering

Areas that cause known and persistent 
suffering are:

• Difficulty breathing or a continuously 
elevated respiratory rate

• Persistent fear or agitation
• Nausea
• Dehydration
If one of these aspects of daily life 

is significantly compromised or many 
of them are in question, QOL may be 
compromised. There are several QOL 
scales that evaluate companion animals 
QOL that can provide an objective 
viewpoint. 

Your veterinarian can be helpful in your 
QOL evaluation process by conveying 
important insight regarding specific 
disease processes and in attributing a 
particular clinical sign to its possible 
cause. It can be helpful to obtain different 
opinions from family members, friends, 
pet sitters, groomers and other members 
of your animal companion’s extended 
family. Because each individual has her/
his own biases and personal history, 
these opinions do not replace those of the 
primary caregiver, who knows best what a 
particular pet companion is experiencing 
throughout the day and throughout 
the night.

Dr. Marchetelli operates 4 Paws Dr. Marchetelli operates 4 Paws 
Farewell, a mobile pet hospice and home Farewell, a mobile pet hospice and home 
euthanasia service. You can reach her at euthanasia service. You can reach her at 
(828) 707-4231, or www.4pawsfarewell.(828) 707-4231, or www.4pawsfarewell.
com.com.

by Beth Marchetelli, DVM
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One winter afternoon in 2006,    
several teenagers brought a cat 
into the animal hospital where I 
worked. They had been eating French 
fries in front of the laundromat and this 
cat had attacked them for their fries. 

The cat was beyond emaciated. 
He was well on his way to breaking 
down most of the muscles in his body; 
his abdomen was distended; he could 
barely walk; he had lost a lot of his 
teeth; he had neurological signs and 
his tail and ears were rotting from 
frostbite. Despite all that, I could see 
the beauty in this long-haired, white, 
neutered male cat. He was noble and 
magnificent. He purred and I could see 
he was kind and gentle. 

The cat had no tattoo, so no owner 
could be found. After the already 
overcrowded SPCA declined to take 
him, the clinic’s owner decided to 
euthanize him. I could not let that 
happen. This cat had an incredible 
spirit for life – enough spirit to go after 
the kids’ French fries! 

I named him Marlowe after Phillip 
Marlowe, the tough, street-savvy 
character Humphrey Bogart played. We 
shaved Marlowe and found live ticks 
living in his mats. We treated his sores, 
amputated his tail and fed him good 
food…..lots of it. Everyone estimated 

The Story Of MarloweThe Story Of Marlowe  
he was maybe 13 years or more old. He 
was in very bad shape.

Because Marlowe would join my 
household of 12 cats, I screened for 
FELV and FIV. To my great dismay, 
he tested positive for FIV. So Marlowe 
came home to his own room in the 
basement. I added a chair and a lamp 
and spent quality time with him every 
morning and evening. He would climb 
on my lap, purr and put his arms around 
my neck, pulling himself closer. 

He gained strength, regained most 
of his muscle mass, and showed no ill 
effects of his FIV infection. He took 
over the entire basement and declared 
it his apartment. I set up a TV there 
and every night I would watch a movie 
with “The Boy”. 

Marlowe must have been owned, 
cared for and loved earlier in his life. I 
could see the love and appreciation in 

his eyes. I got the strong feeling he had 
belonged to an elderly person and had 
been turned out onto the street when 
that person died. 

I  had Marlowe’s company for almost 
two years. One evening I returned 
home to find his rear end paralyzed. As 
a vet, I knew the most likely cause….
heart disease and an aortic thrombosis 
lodged in the vessels leading to the rear 
legs. This diagnosis was confirmed. We 
tried to get his heart disease stabilized, 
but it was too far gone, likely damaged 
during his life starving on the streets.

One morning, shortly after we 
returned home from the emergency 
clinic, Marlowe climbed on my chest, 
looked me in the eyes and placed one 
paw on my cheek. He told me it was 
time. I checked his heart and could 
barely hear a beat. So I did what he 
asked and sent him to the Rainbow 
Bridge after telling him I loved him 
and kissing him on the head. 

Marlowe’s spirit and love touched 
my heart and I will always think of him 
when times are tough in my life and 
I feel like giving up. Marlowe would 
want me to fight.

After a long career in finance, Dr. After a long career in finance, Dr. 
Carnohan returned to school and Carnohan returned to school and 
graduated from the Kansas State graduated from the Kansas State 
College of Veterinary Medicine at the College of Veterinary Medicine at the 
tender age of 50. She bought the Cat Care tender age of 50. She bought the Cat Care 
Clinic of Asheville in August 2013.Clinic of Asheville in August 2013.

by Karel Carnohan, DVM


